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must be, the enactment of a tariff "which, resembles the theoretical protectionist's idea of what a protective tariff should be about as closely as a bucketful of paint thrown against a wall resembles the fresco of a Eaphael. But this is not all. After a tariff has been enacted, come the interpretations and decisions of treasury officials and courts to unmake and re-make it,* and duties are raised or lowered by a printer's placing of a comma, or by arbitrary constructions, frequently open to grave suspicion, and which no one can foresee, so that, as Horace Greeley naively says (Political Economy, p. 183):
" The longer a tariff continues the more weak spots are found, the more boles are picked in it, until at last, through the influence of successive evasions, constructions, decisions, its very father could not discern its original features in the transformed bantling that has quietly taken its place."
Under the bounty system, bad as it is, we can come much nearer to doing what we want to, and to knowing what we have done.
* The Secretary of the Treasury states that there are now (February, 1880) over 2,300 tariff cases pending in the Southern District of New York alone.